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ADONA! (Lord) 
The name Adonai occurs about 300 times in the Old Tes-
tament and is always translated "Lord." It is to be distin-
guished from the name Jehovah, translated "LORD." Like the 
name Elohim, it is a plural noun meaning "Lords," confirming 
the idea of the Trinity. The singular form, Adon, is also found 
in the Old Testament. It was the name most familiar to the 
Jews, and, as we have seen, the name they substituted for 
Jehovah. 
Adonai is used of both deity and humanity, and is therefore 
applied to God and man. However, the marked distinction 
between the two usages is seen in the spelling. When the word 
"lord" is used of man it begins with a small "l," but when it is 
used of God it is printed with a capital "L." The Hebrew root 
from which this name is derived means to judge, to rule. 1 It 
answers to the Greek Kurios, meaning a master, a lord or the 
Lord, one who exercises rule and authority. The first occur-
rence of the name Adonai in Scripture is found in Genesis 
15: 1-2. Let us examine its use in two well-known earthly 
relationships. 
The first relationship is that of a servant to his master. It 
appears in connection with Abraham's sending his senior 
servant to get a wife for Isaac. 2 In these verses the word Adonai 
is translated ''master.'' Read them carefully and you will see 
that the relationship of the slave to his lord and master was 
different from that of a hired servant to his employer. If the 
hired servant did not like his assignment he could quit or go on 
strike. But this the slave could not do. He had been purchased 
and was therefore the possession of his master. He accepted 
his lord's will and obeyed if fully. 
There are two principles which apply to this relationship 
between the slave and his lord, or master. The first is that the 
master has a right to absolute obedience from the slave. Moses 
learned this when God assigned him the task of delivering 
Israel from the bondage of the Egyptians. In Exodus 3 Moses 
1L. Berkhof 2 Genesis 24:1-52 
5 
6 
offered his excuses and there God revealed Himself as 
Jehovah, the "I AM. " 3 In chapter 4 Moses continued with 
more excuses, and God replied with an assuring word against 
each excuse. Then Moses said, "O my Lord [Adonai], I am 
not eloquent, neither heretofore, nor since Thou hast spoken 
unto Thy servant: but I am slow of speech, and of a slow 
tongue. " 4 The moment he used the word "Lord" (Adonai), 
he committed himself. He admitted that his Master had a right 
to absolute obedience, and thus he could do nothing other 
than to obey. It is not the slave's right to choose his own task, 
only to do what his Master assigns to him. 
When Moses died, God said to Joshua, "Moses My servant 
is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou, and all 
this people, unto the land which I do give to them, even to the 
children of Israel.'' 5 Whenever God loses a servant, He looks 
for another to take his place. But Joshua must know Adonai 
and his relation to Him; namely, that of a slave to his Master. 
Now, Joshua was a great general who possessed rare military 
strategy, as his victories in warfare proved. 6 But he must know 
that he is Adonai' s slave and that he must take every assign-
ment from Him. 
Jericho lay before Israel. This walled fortress dare not be 
bypassed. As Joshua stood without the camp reconnoitering, 
he saw a Man stand before him with His sword drawn. Know-
ing that he was appointed to take Moses' place, Joshua chal-
lenged the presence of the Man with the drawn sword. ''Art 
Thou for us, or for our adversaries?" inquired Joshua. 7 The 
reply came, "As captain of the host of the LORD am I now 
come.'' 8 Then Joshua fell on his face and worshiped Him. And 
why did he worship Him? That majestic Person was none 
other than the Lord Jesus Christ in preincarnate form. It is not 
necessary to discuss whether it was a substantial body or an 
outward form. We need only know that Joshua paid divine 
honor to Him, which belongs to God only. He who appeared 
to Joshua is the Captain of our salvation. 9 He is our great 
3 Exodus 3:14 
6 Exodus 17:8-13 
9 Hebrews 2:10 
4 Exodus 4:10 
7 Joshua 5: 13 
5Joshua 1:2 
8Joshua 5:14 
Commander, the King of kings, and Lord of lords. 
Why did our Lord appear to Joshua at this time? God had 
lost a servant in Moses, and He wanted to impress upon 
Joshua the fact that He wanted another servant and not 
merely a leader. When in verse 14 Joshua said, ''What saith 
my lord unto His servant?'' he was acknowledging for the first 
time that his Master (Adonai) had a right to absolute obedi-
ence from His slave. (Scholars are agreed that the translators 
of the Authorized Version have erred in failing to use the 
capital "L" here.) All of this was no doubt a humiliating 
experience for Joshua, but he needed to be humbled. He 
needed to learn, as we all must learn, that we cannot fight 
spiritual battles with worldly weapons. 10 Nor can we be suc-
cessful leaders for God until first we have bowed to the Lord-
ship of Christ and have become His bondslaves, for indeed all 
things have been put under His feet, 11 and we are His pur-
chased possession. 12 
Joshua obeyed Adonai at once when He said, "Loose thy 
shoe from off thy foot; for the place whereon thou standest is 
holy. And Joshua did so. " 13 It was in a similar way that this 
same Captain spoke to Joshua's predecessor forty years be-
fore. 14 The law stated that when an Israelite was incapable of 
performing a duty enjoined upon him by God, he was to 
acknowledge his incompetence by removing his shoe. 15 
Adonai was now showing His servant Joshua that now he 
must take orders from his Master. 
In Joshua, chapter 6, Adonai tells His servant His plans for 
the campaign against Jericho. 16 How was Joshua going to 
explain this kind of military strategy to his men? No doubt his 
warriors gathered about him, expecting to hear him say "I 
have decided how we should take Jericho." I can imagine the 
look on their faces when Joshua told them that they were 
merely going to march around the walls once each day for six 
days, and seven times around on the seventh day. ButAdonai 
had given His orders to His slave, and the slave could do 
102 Corinthians 10:4 11 Ephesians 1:22-23 12 1 Peter 1:18-19; 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 
13Joshua 5:15 14Exodus 3:5 15 0euteronomy 25:5-10; Ruth 4:8 
16Joshua 6:1-5 
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nothing but obey. The first principle in the master-slave rela-
tionship is that the master has a right to expect absolute 
obedience from his slave. When Joshua obeyed Adonai at 
Jericho he had great success. 
But chapter 7 reveals a tragic defeat at Ai soon after the 
remarkable triumph at Jericho. Confident after a fresh victory, 
Joshua failed to consult with Adonai and went against Ai in his 
own strength. He resorted to his own military genius, planning 
his own attack against Ai. He did not get orders from his 
Master, and the men of Ai put Israel's army to flight. 1 7 
Joshua immediately fell on his face before Jehovah, calling 
Him "Adonai" repeatedly. But He said to Joshua, "Get thee 
up; wherefore liest thou thus upon thy face?" 18 Joshua was 
calling Him ''Lord,'' while refusing to do his Master's will. 
Here is a solemn lesson for every Christian. Jesus Christ is 
"Lord of all," 19 "Lord of heaven and earth," 20 "Lord both of 
the dead and living," 21 "the Lord of glory," 22 "the Lord from 
heaven," 23 and "LORD OF LORDS." 24 Faith in Him as Lord 
(Adonai) is essential to salvation. 25 He Himself solemnly warns 
us that calling Him "Lord" is in itself not enough for one to 
enter the kingdom of Heaven. Each individual person must 
bow before His Lordship, become His willing slave, and obey 
Him. 26 "And why call ye Me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things 
which I say?" 27 
The second principle which applies to this relationship be-
tween the slave and his lord, or master, is the fact that the slave 
has a right to expect provision and direction from his master. A 
slave need never be bothered about provision, protection, or 
providential guidance. These things are the responsibility of 
the master. Man in his fallen nature needs lordship. His j udg-
ments and faculties have been impaired by sin. He needs 
provision and protection outside of himself. If he does not 
surrender to the Lordship of Jesus Christ and depend upon 
Him, then he will become the slave of a demonic power. Man 
needs security, thus he needs lordship. But "No man can 
11Joshua 7:1-5 
20Acts 17:24 
18Joshua 7: 10 
2 1 Romans 14:9 
23 1 Corinthians 15:47 2 4 Revelation 19:16 
26Matthew 7:21-22, cf. 25:11-12; Luke 13:24-25 
19 Acts 10:36 
22 1 Corinthians 2:8 
25 Romans 10:9 
21 Luke 6:46 
q 
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serve two masters.'' 28 Joshua called upon Israel to make a 
decision as to whom they were going to serve. 29 Paul likewise 
made it dear that no servant can serve two masters. 30 
Now, as long as a man submits to the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ he can count on Christ to protect him and provide for 
him. Joshua learned this at Jericho. So did .Paul at his first 
meeting with the Saviour. At the first sound of his new Master's 
voice he cried, ''Who art Thou Lord ... Lord, what wilt Thou 
have me to do?'' 31 And from that moment on Paul knew the 
blessing of his new Master's provision, 32 and he was content. 33 
He always considered himself to be the bondslave of 
Adonai. 34 Luke said of Paul, ''The Lord stood by him.'' 35 In his 
last divinely-inspired words Paul testified, "The Lord stood 
with me, and strengthened me . .. And the Lord shall deliver 
me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto His 
heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and ever. 
Amen." 36 The Lordship of Christ was the substance of his 
preaching, 37 and he was clear in his announcement of its 
necessity for salvation. 38 Everyone who ever surrendered to 
Him has been able to testify, "I love my Master. " 39 See 
Isaiah 6. 
Here then, in this first relationship, that of the slave to his 
master, we learn thatAdonai has a right to absolute obedience 
from His slave, and the slave has a right to expect His provision 
and protection. 
The second relationship is that of a wife to her husband. The 
right of lordship was that of the husband, whether the woman 
became the wife of a man by the power of her own choice, as 
in the case of Rebecca and Isaac, 40 or if she were given or sold 
by her father, as in the case of Rachel and Jacob. 41 
The Old Testament abounds in this second relationship, 
that of a wife to her husband. Sarah called Abraham ''lord. '' 42 
Bathsheba called David ''lord. '' 43 This was a common term of 
28Matthew 6:24; Luke 16:13 29Joshua 24:14-15 
3 1Acts 9:5-6 32 Philippians 4:19 
34 Romans 1:1; Philippians 1:1 ; Titus 1:1 
3 62 Timothy 4: 17-18 372 Corinthians 4:5 
39Exodus 21 :5 40Genesis 24:58 
42 Genesis 18: 12, cf. 1 Peter 3:6 
30 Romans 6:16 
33 Philippians 4: 11 
35 Acts 23: 11 
38 Romans 10:9 
41 Genesis 29: 15-28 
43 1 Kings 1:16-18 
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respect that a Hebrew woman used for her husband. The term 
did not imply that she was a slave, for the standard of wom-
anhood was high among the Hebrews. It was a term of rela-
tionship. 
It signified the husband's place of headship. God said to 
Eve, "Thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule 
over thee. " 44 Because she acted independently of him in the 
temptation, she must now depend upon him. Because she 
usurped authority over him by taking matters into her own 
hands and by leading Adam into temptation, 45 she must now 
be under his rule. Woman's relationship to man is now fixed. 
He is to bear the rule over her. God has neither altered nor 
abrogated this relationship. It is natural. 
In the Old Testament the marriage relationship is used 
repeatedly by Jehovah to call attention to that spiritual rela-
tionship that existed between Himself and Israel. 46 As the 
relationship between husband and wife is close, intimate, and 
endearing, so it is between God and His people. She belongs 
to him, and he is her protector and provider. She pledges to be 
true, clean, and pure, and he pledges to love and care for her. 
Paul uses this relationship to illustrate the Church's relation-
ship to Christ. 47 As a wife is faithful and devoted to her hus-
band, so the believer is to Christ. He is our Master; we are His 
slaves. He is the Bridegroom; we His bride. Let us be faithful 
and keep ourselves pure for Adonai! 
EL SHADD AI (God Almighty) 
The first of the compound names of God that we shall study 
is · made up of two words-El (the abbreviated form of 
Elohim) and Almighty (the English form of the Hebrew word 
Shaddai). The word Shaddai occurs forty-eight times in the 
Old Testament, of which number the Book of Job contains 
thirty-one instances. 
We have seen in the chapter on Elohim that the Hebrew 
"El" is translated strong, mighty, powerful. Elohim is the 
44Genesis 3: 16 45 l Timothy 2: 14 
46 lsaiah 54:5; 62:5; Jeremiah 2:2; 3:14; 31:32; Ezekiel 16:7-14 47Ephesians 5:25-33 
strong One, the God of power and might. 1 The same word 
"El" is also translated by such words as might and power with 
regard to men. 2 
The word Shaddai, while having in it the thought of 
strength, comes from the Hebrew singular noun Shad, mean-
ing "breast." In numerous places in Scripture, Shad is trans-
lated ''breast,'' 3 implying sustenance, strength, satisfaction, 
sufficiency. It is invariably used in Scripture for a mother's 
breast, through which she transmits sustenance and strength 
and satisfaction to her babe. The hungry, dissatisfied babe is 
fretful, but when he receives nourishment and is thereby 
satisfied, he is quieted and restful. The mother's breast is the 
babe's resource and sufficiency. 
All that a mother is to her baby, El Shaddai is to His own 
children. He is the Mighty One, the believer's Sufficiency, 
Sustenance, Strength, and Satisfaction. As the mother pours 
her life into the the child of her breast, even so El Shaddai 
pours His life into His children. 4 This is one of the most tender 
titles used of God, and its use is exclusively in relation to His 
children. Dr. G. Campbell Morgan says, ''To gather suste-
nance and consolation from the bosom of God is to be made 
strong for the pilgrimage.'' Canon Girdlestone points out the 
fact that in the passage in which Shaddai occurs, God is 
designated as a bountiful giver. 
The first use of the name in Scripture bears out its meaning. 
It was to Abraham that God revealed Himself as El Shaddai. 5 
Sixteen years before the revelation of El Shaddai, God prom-
ised Abraham a seed. 6 Abraham already was well advanced in 
years when this promise was first made, but he believed God. 
The years passed rapidly, and when Sarah did not conceive, 
both she and Abraham concluded that soon it would be too 
late for God's promise to be fulfilled in them. Of course their 
reasoning was merely human calculation. At Sarah's sugges-
tion Abraham took Hagar, the Egyptian handmaid, to be his 
1 Psalm 18:32; 68:35; 77: 14; Isaiah 46:9 
2 Genesis 31:29; Deuteronomy 28:32; Proverbs 3:27 
3Job 3:12; Psalm 22:9 Song of Solomon 1:13; 4:5; 7:3,7,8; 8:1,8; Isaiah 28:9 
4 lsaiah 66:10-13 5 Genesis 17:1 6 Genesis 15:4-6 
11 
wife. Now, it was not an uncommon practice, when a wife was 
barren for a handmaid to bear children. This common custom 
' was practiced to insure continuance of a family. Then, too, the 
12 
original promise contained nothing as to Sarah's becoming a 
mother. At any rate, Hagar conceived and Ishmael was born. 7 
Thirteen years after Ishmael was born, 8 when Abraham was 
ninety-nine years old, God appeared to him again. Now it was 
no longer possible, according to known natural law, for Sarah 
to conceive. Yet God assured Abraham that a son would be 
born of him and Sarah. 9 Abraham at once questioned the 
physical possibility of its fulfillment, 10 and suggested to God 
that He take Ishmael and fulfill His promise through him. 11 But 
God would have nothing to do with Ishmael. Thus Abraham 
believed God and was circumcised. 12 
At this point in the Biblical story the New Testament adds 
further light. Romans 4: 19-21 and Hebrews 11: 11 refer to the 
deadness of the bodies of Abraham and Sarah, as well as the 
fact that Sarah was ''past age.'' It was necessary that the 
bodies of both of them should die first so that they might 
realize that the birth of Isaac was all of God. To experience 
God's sufficiency one must realize his own insufficiency. Thus 
God said to Abraham, "I am the Almighty God. " 13 It is El 
Shaddai who gives and sustains life, who pours divine life into 
these poor weak lives of ours. It was by this new name that 
God revealed Himself. It is El Shaddai' s work to make fruitful 
and to nourish life. As the babe is born of its mother and 
sustained at her breast, even so God is the Author and Sus-
tainer of life. As that name fell upon Abraham's ears for the first 
time, it must have been a most revealing and refreshing word 
from Heaven. Since God's name in Scripture stands for His 
nature, He was revealing to Abraham something of Himself. 
El Shaddai was everything to Abraham now. 
The spiritual lesson that Abraham learned from the revela-
tion of the name El Shaddai remained with him the rest of his 
natural life. He must have passed it on to his son Isaac, for 
'Genesis 16 
10Genesis 17:17 
13Genesis 17: 1 
8 Genesis 16:16; 17:1 
11 Genesis 17:18 
9 Genesis 17: 15-16 
12Genesis 17:10-12, 24-27 
years later, when Isaac sent his son Jacob away to Padan-
aram to find a bride, he dismissed him with the words, ''And 
God Almighty bless thee." 14 This is Jacob's first venture away 
from home. He had not been an outdoor man, as was his 
brother Esau. Moreover, the long journey would be beset by 
wild beasts and robbers, and there would be no human to 
strengthen, sustain, and succour him. But Isaac assured him 
that El Shaddai can take him to His breast and sustain him 
throughout the journey. El Shaddai can pour His strength into 
the most barren life and make it fruitful. 
Safe in the arms of Jesus, 
Safe on His gentle breast. 
What comfort at that crucial hour of the breakup of a family to 
know that the departing one is in El Shaddai's care! 
Jacob must have come to know El Shaddai in experience 
on that journey, for years later he returned to Bethel and there 
God gave him his new name, Israel, and said to him, ''I am 
God Almighty [El Shaddai]: be fruitful and multiply. " 15 This 
command was backed by the Giver and Sustainer of life 
Himself. It was when Jacob was on his deathbed that he 
repeated to Joseph El Shaddai' s promise, 16 and in that same 
name he pronounced a final blessing upon his son. 17 None 
save El Shaddai, the all-sufficient One, can multiply and make 
fruitful. But there is a secret to receiving from Him our daily 
portion. The Psalmist expresses it in the following words, ''He 
that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide 
under the shadow of the Almighty.'' 18 The abiding life is the 
fruitful life. 19 
A soul-stirring use of the name is found in the Book of Ruth. 
Since it is El Shaddai' s great work to make fruitful, there are 
times when He must chasten in order to do so. Thus it is that 
the name "Almighty," or Shaddai, is used in Ruth 1:20-21. 
After Naomi's years of sorrowful sojourn in Moab, when her 
acquaintances of former years saw her, they said "Is this 
14Genesis 28: 1-4 
11Genesis 49:22-26 
15 Genesis 35:9-12 
18Psalm 91:1 
16Genesis 48:1-4 
19John 15:4-5 
13 
14 
Naomi?" (meaning "pleasant"). 20 To this she replied, "Call 
me not Naomi [pleasant], call me Mara [bitterness]: for the 
Almighty [Shaddai] hath dealt very bitterly with me .... The 
Almighty [Shaddai] hath afflicted me." She had lost the fruit of 
her womb, her own sons, and her husband, the father of her 
children. She was not willing to trust El Shaddai in Moab, but 
she learned through her failure, and now she can be a help to 
others. She confesses that she went out "full" and returned 
"empty." 
El Shaddai is concerned with making His people fruitful. If 
chastening is necessary to accomplish this, then be certain He 
will chasten. When Naomi returned home she was a poor 
desolate widow, crushed in spirit and engulfed in sorrow. She 
is a picture of one who refuses to allow El Shaddai to make 
fruitful. But as a mother will chasten her child to train him, so El 
Shaddai will child-train His own. If the branches \.\!ill not bear 
fruit, He must prune them. 21 If His children will not obey, He 
chastens them. 22 The Lord has His own way of dealing with 
His backslidden children. Sometimes He is severe, but He 
always has our interests at heart. 
20Ruth 1:19 21John 15:1-2 22 Hebrews 12:5-11 
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